Recently the importance of a blocking antibody has been revealed. It is an agglutinoid which does not bring about hemagglutination of rbc suspended in saline, but so sensitizes them that they do not agglutinate on the addition of a standard human anti-Rh serum later. Instead of being an ineffective hemagglutinin it is a very potent hemolytic agent in the presence of human serum.
Its presence is detected thus : The rbc under test are suspended in the serum of the subject himself or the serum of a subject AB. On the addition of a serum containing the blocking antibody hemagglutination develops in the usual way on slides and in tubes. This is conglutination.
The easiest way to suspend the subject's rbc in his own serum is as follows : For transfusions in all maternity cases and for second or subsequent transfusions in all cases, the donor's rbc suspended in his own serum must be put up with the recipient's serum, in crossmatching, i.e. a conglutination test must be done.
This method is preferable to the use of whole blood in cross-matching. The 
